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Report                     03-10-2024 

Shri Veer Pulikeshi Vidya Vardhak Samstha’s Shri.S.B.Mamadapur Arts, 

Commerce & Science College Badami Department of Political Science has 

organized One Day State Level Workshop on under the IQAC on 03-10-2024. 

 

Inagurator : Smt. Sharada H Meti  gave a special lecture on this occasion. I 

am grateful to all of you for allowing me this wonderful opportunity to speak on 

Workshop, which is an extremely important subject topic. I am sure that you all 

will feel enriched with knowledge after completion of this event. 

 

Resource Person Speech : 1. Prof. B.I.Kaddi gave a special lecture on this 

occasion, good morning to all of you. Having the pleasure of speaking about 

Seminar is an honour and a privilege for me. It gives me great pleasure to be with 

you this morning at the opening of this Session of the workshop of the department 

of political science. 

 

Constitutional Values in Vachana’s 
 

As we all know, the Indian Constitution is not just a legal document. It is a moral 

and ethical guide that reflects our collective aspirations for justice, liberty, 

equality, and fraternity. These are not new concepts to the Indian ethos. In fact, 

if we look closely, we find deep roots of these values in our own cultural and 

spiritual heritage — especially in the Vachana literature of the 12th century. 

Let us first understand — what are Vachanas? 

The Vachanas are simple, yet profound poetic expressions written in Kannada by 

saints and mystics of the Veerashaiva or Lingayat tradition, most notably 

Basavanna, Akka Mahadevi, Allama Prabhu, and many others. These were not 

just literary works — they were voices of social change, calls for spiritual 

awakening, and powerful critiques of caste hierarchy, ritualism, and 

discrimination. 

 

Now, let us explore how the constitutional values resonate through the Vachanas. 

 

1. Equality : 

Our Constitution guarantees equality before the law and prohibits any form of 

discrimination on the basis of caste, gender, religion, or race. 

Centuries before this was written into law, Basavanna declared: 

"No man is high or low, O Lord of the meeting rivers; 

It is the deeds that make one noble, not the birth." 

This is a direct rejection of caste-based hierarchy and affirms the dignity of every 

individual, just like Article 14 of our Constitution. 

 

2. Liberty :The Constitution gives us the right to freedom of thought, expression, 

belief, faith, and worship. 



 

The Vachanakars practiced and preached spiritual liberty — the freedom to seek 

God without the mediation of priests or rituals. 

"Look within, the temple is not outside," 

said Allama Prabhu. 

This was a radical assertion of personal spiritual autonomy, challenging the rigid 

structures of organized religion — a value completely in tune with our 

constitutional guarantee of freedom of religion under Article 25. 

 

3. Fraternity : 

The value of fraternity, which promotes the unity and integrity of the nation, was 

deeply emphasized in the Vachanas. 

Basavanna envisioned a society where everyone lived as sharana-bandhus — 

spiritual brothers and sisters, bound by love, compassion, and respect. 

"Kayakave Kailasa" – Work is Worship, 

he said — giving dignity to labor, and erasing social distinctions based on 

occupation. 

This value directly reflects fraternity as mentioned in the Preamble of our 

Constitution. 

 

4. Justice : 

Justice — social, economic, and political — is a cornerstone of our democracy. 

The Vachanas were perhaps the earliest voices for social justice in Karnataka and 

India. They strongly opposed practices that dehumanized people — particularly 

the caste system and untouchability. 

Akka Mahadevi, one of the prominent women Vachana poets, questioned gender 

discrimination and demanded the right to choose her path — a struggle echoed 

today in our continuing fight for gender justice. 

 

Conclusion : 

Friends, the Vachana movement was not just a spiritual revolution — it was a 

social and ethical awakening that still holds relevance today. The fact that values 

preached over 900 years ago align so deeply with the foundational principles of 

our Constitution is a testament to the timelessness and universality of truth. 

As responsible citizens and learners, it is our duty to not only understand these 

values but also to practice them — in our homes, in our institutions, and in our 

daily lives. 

Let us remember the words of Basavanna: 

"Don’t rob, don’t kill, never lie; 

Don’t get angry, don’t think ill of others. 

Don’t glorify yourself, don’t blame others... 

This is the way of wisdom, this is the path to peace." 

Thank you for giving me this opportunity to reflect on this rich confluence of 

spiritual wisdom and constitutional vision. 

 
 

 
 



 

 
 
Resource Person Speech : 2. Dr. G.B.Sheelavantar 

One of the fundamental principles of the Indian Constitution is equality. Article 

14 of the Constitution guarantees equality before the law, and this concept is at 

the heart of the values that we cherish as a society. In the Vachanas, we find a 

similar sentiment expressed in many verses. 

 

For example, Basava in his Vachana says: 

 

"The stone is the same whether it is placed in a temple or on the road. The value 

does not change based on where it is." 

 

This statement not only challenges the superficial distinctions between the sacred 

and the secular but also draws attention to the inherent equality of all beings. 

There is no room for caste or class-based discrimination in his teachings. 

Similarly, the Indian Constitution strives to ensure that all citizens, regardless of 

their background, have equal rights and opportunities. 

 

Shri R.S.Mulimani presidential remarks the aims and objectives, Importance of 

the state level seminar. Kumari. Lakshmi Hadimani welcomed with prayer 

song. Dr.M.H.Shirahatti gave the welcome speech. Shri S. R Malagi 

introduced the chief guest. Shri A H Holi proposed vote of thanks. Shri 

S.M.Bijapur hosted the programme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



 



 



 



 


